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The psychological and pedagogical researches conducted by many scientists (A. Ayhorn, A. Freud, V.S. Mukhina, N.N. Tolstikh, A.M. Prihojan, etc.) 
and our diagnostic survey of homeless children and adolescents from social orphanages (Moscow) revealed a number of paradoxes of attachment, 
which suggests that the child development outside of his family has its specific features. That is not to say that peculiarities of these children’s 
personality are either worse or better than the one of an ordinary child - they are just different. There is something that psychologists call «upside-
down situation»:

• Changing roles: 10-11 year old children become guardians of their parents. They feel sorry for 
them, take care of them, and sometimes even teach them.

• Mothers were not involved in raising their children spending time in drinking and wandering 
about, but their children still love them, sometimes even more than children from wealthy 
families.

• Children and adolescents from social shelter make up stories and facts that do not correspond 
with their biographies.

• Children have a low self-esteem as a result of numerous negative evaluations of adults.
• Pronounced «discomfort of success» for children raised in an orphanage is frustrating when they 

are praised. Praise and approval can cause embarrassment, confusion and even tears. A child 
wants to keep stable attitude towards him, even negative.

• Most of behavioral disorders and even suicide attempts have a demonstrative nature aimed to 
attract attention.

• Entering the shelter, adolescents are unable to communicate. Their contacts are superficial, 
nervous, hurried. In dealing with adults, hospice caregivers, they often lack love and attention.

Children and adolescents, who have grown hopeless, are not satisfied with their lives, suffer and do not believe in the possibility of change. Charity 
events often negatively affect the personality formation of children at the orphanage.


